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me. 1 arrived first at Missilimakinak, whence I
sent them provisions without which they would
have died from hunger. They had passed seven
days without any other food than the flesh of a crow,
which they had killed rather by chance than by
skill, for they had not strength to stand upright.

The season was too far advanced for continuing
my journey to the Illinois, from whom I was still
distant about four hundred leagues. Thus I was
obliged to remain at Missilimakinak, where there
were two of our Missionaries—one among the
Hurons, and the other with the Owfaouacks. These
latter are very superstitious, and much attached to
the juggleries of their charlatans. They assume for
themselves an origin as senseless as it is ridiculous.
They declare that they have come from three
families, and each family is composed of five
hundred persons.

Some are of the family of Mickabou,—that is to
say, of ‘‘the Great Hare.”” They affirm that this
Great Hare was a man of prodigious height; that he
spread nets in water eighteen brasses deep, and
that the water scarcely came to his armpits. They
say that one day, during the deluge, he sent out the
Beaver to discover land; then, as that animal did not
return, he despatched the Otter, which brought back
a little soil covered with foam. He then proceeded
to the place in the Lake where this soil was found,
which made a little island; he walked all around it
in the water, and this island became extraordinarily
large. Therefore, they attribute to him the creation
of the world. They add that, after having finished
this work, he flew away to the Sky, which is his
usual dwelling-place; but before quitting the earth



